
Newsletter #7 Autumn 2010

The SCI-FUN Roadshow 2010/11

For the 2010/11 academic year, we have 
already been successful in securing 

additional sources of income to support 
our school visit programme. The Science 
Engagement Grants scheme run by the Scottish 
Government has contributed £25,000 to the 
continuation of the Roadshow model this year, 
which is supporting most of the salary costs of 
our two new presenters, and has also allowed 
us to reduce the school visit fee from £750 in 
2009/10 to £500 for the current programme.

Additional support has also been provided 
by the Holmes Hines Memorial Fund, which 
has donated half the visit fee for six schools 
in 2010/11. We are discussing with them how 

best to allocate this funding, based on the list 
of those schools who contacted us about a SCI-
FUN Roadshow visit on or before the 20th 
August 2010. 

In spite of these successes, we appreciate that 
the £500 fee is still a significant amount to find 
from the department budget. In some regions, 
it may be possible to approach the Determined 
to Succeed or Enterprise budget-holder, who 
could provide some financial support for a 
SCI-FUN visit. In addition, other local sources 
may be available for schools too – such as the 
Waitrose Community Matters scheme, in which 
every branch participates. Other companies 
may run similar community-support projects in 

your region. Please send us the details of any 
sources that you believe other schools could 
benefit from knowing about.

More generally, we are continuing to develop 
relationships with a number of potential funding 
sources in order to improve the Roadshow 
programme and support our plans for future 
years. We are always interested in hearing from 
companies and funding groups that would 
like to financially support our activities, or to 
explore ways in which we could collaborate 
effectively for the benefit of science education 
in Scotland. Email us at scifun@ed.ac.uk if you 
would like to discuss our organisation, and the 
potential for working together.

Reducing the school visit fee: 
additional finance from SEG and HHMF

The SCI-FUN Roadshow is once again 
taking the experience of a science centre 

to school groups and public events across 
Scotland.

Our unique approach remains the same, with 
our 7.5 tonne lorry transporting all of the 
equipment required to transform a school hall, 
and every session for S1/S2 pupils comprising 
a combination of interactive presentations 
and over forty hands-on exhibits. As a result 
of the feedback received from schools visited 
in 2009/10, we have confirmation that our 
Roadshow scheme successfully supports the 
efforts of teachers in secondary schools. (94% 
of contact teachers last year would recommend 
us to other schools, with the remainder likely 
to make such a recommendation.) Encouraged 
by this positive news, we are committed to 
exploring ways to further improve our support 
for the Curriculum for Excellence.

One way in which we will realise this ambition 
in 2010/11 will be to deliver a presentation 
that provides a snapshot of contemporary 
research – focusing mainly on that taking 
place at the University of Edinburgh. One 
element of this talk will demonstrate carbon 
capture and storage technology (see over) and 
highlight the importance of this research on 
the future energy-supply picture for Scotland. 
Throughout this academic year, we also plan 
to introduce revised explainer boards for the 

exhibits, which will include clearer instructions 
and explanations for each activity, improving 
the experience for both the S1/S2 pupil groups 
and their senior pupil assistants.

The existence of the Roadshow is only possible 
thanks to the continuing financial assistance that 
we receive from the University of Edinburgh, 
which is committed to supporting education at 
all levels. We have also devoted a lot of time 
and effort into researching additional sources 
of income, which would enable us to reduce 
the school visit fee that we have to charge. A 
brief summary of our successes in this area is 
included in the “Reducing the school visit fee” 
section, below.

It is unfortunate that finance has to play such 
a crucial role in the arranging of our visits to 
schools, but this is an unavoidable consequence 
of the situation the country is currently facing. 
We are, however, determined to continue 
working to secure additional funding from 
charitable trusts and businesses, which will 
enable us to carry out additional visits in future 
years, and to open up the possibility for more 
schools to experience the programme we offer. 

As society increasingly focuses on a skills-
driven economy, schemes like the SCI-FUN 
Roadshow are more important than ever in 
combining the work of both academia and 
industry for the benefit of the next generation.
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Feedback from Schools for Session 2009/10

“Another excellent experience for our S2 pupils! 
SCI-FUN continues to engage, enthral, educate 
and entertain in equal measure. The quality of 
the presentations was again first-class and the 
opportunity to interact with the exhibits was 
very positively received.”

– Richard Ford, PT Physics, 
Bearsden Academy, Bearsden

“Extremely professional, slick presentations 
totally matched to the S2 age group.”

– Liz Anne Jaffray, PT Physics, St Ninian’s 
High School, Kirkintilloch

As many outreach providers will know, it is difficult for groups such as SCI-FUN to find a suitable way in which to measure their success: raw 
numbers (school visits and pupil head-count) can only ever be part of the answer.

This is why feedback from teachers, pupils and parents is so important to us: it lets us know what parts of the Roadshow are working, and what parts 
to change. In addition, we will be continually updating our 2010/11 Roadshow presentations in light of any topical developments. We are grateful to 
those teachers and pupils who have sent us some of the following messages, more of which are available on our website.

“The SCI-FUN Roadshow was a fantastic event 
at our school with inspirational young scientists 
presenting science in a fun and dynamic way. 
The quality of the exhibits was very high and 
cannot easily be seen by our pupils without 
travelling over 200 miles normally.” 

– Stewart McPhail, Depute Head Teacher, 
Farr High School, Highland 

“I found SCI-FUN very enjoyable… it made 
me change my mind about what sciences I was 
going to take.”

– S2 Pupil from Bearsden Academy, 
Bearsden

“SCI-FUN brings much of the experience of a 
visit to a science centre to our doorstep. Apart 
from cost and time saving, a greater number 
of pupils can attend with less impact on their 
learning in other subjects.” 

– Martyn Crawshaw, Faculty Head of 
Sciences, Millburn Academy, Highland

“I’ve spoken to both the senior and junior 
pupils and had a lot of positive feedback from 
them. It was described as ‘amazing’, ‘fun’, 

‘informative’, ‘interesting’, ‘well explained’, 
‘kept you wanting to know more’.”

– Liz MacRae, PT (Science), 
Gairloch High School, Highland

FUSION: building public engagement
partnerships throughout the University 

Our ongoing support for the Curriculum 
for Excellence – and the Topical Science 

strand in particular – has been greatly enhanced 
by the work of the FUSION group (Focusing 
on University Science Interpretation and 
Outreach Needs), the other half of our public 
engagement offering.

FUSION has two main aims. First, as an 
outreach-enabling resource within the College 
of Science and Engineering (and as a partner 
in grant proposals with a public engagement 
component); and second (in collaboration with 
the Roadshow) to provide the means by which 
outreach projects, exhibits and presentations 
can be taken both to schools and to the general 
public audience.

Our largest current research project is the 
Carbon Capture and Storage Interactive (CCSI,  
shown opposite), which will be included within 

the SCI-FUN Roadshow programme. 

The desktop-sized interactive is built in 
three sections: a power station model, which 
produces a CO

2
-rich output; a working, two-

column, vacuum-swing adsorption system, 
used to demonstrate the capture of the CO

2 

and the return of the cleaned flue gases; and 
a simulation of the transport and subsequent 
injection of the captured CO

2
 into a disused oil 

field. CCS technology is set to be the subject 
of a great deal of work by universities and 
industry in the coming decades. 

Through the work of the FUSION group, the 
Roadshow will have access to contemporary 
science research within the University, which 
will in turn lead to improved support for the 
curriculum, throughout all aspects of the 
experience we offer, both in terms of our science 
presentations and our hands-on exhibits.

Forthcoming website changes

The SCI-FUN website is currently undergoing 
extensive redevelopment, primarily as 

part of the overall update of the University of 
Edinburgh web pages, but also to improve the 
clarity of the information that is presented for 
the varied audiences who make use of our site.

There will be three key areas within the new 
site. First, a periodically-updated calendar of 
current and forthcoming school visits will be 
available (as well as listing our commitments 
to various other events, such as the Edinburgh 

International Science Festival). Schools 
will be able to match their calendar with our 
forthcoming schedule, and plan accordingly.

Second, we will continue to provide links to the 
additional material available to complement 
our science presentations, as well as providing 
information on all of the exhibits forming part 
of the Roadshow hands-on sessions during a 
school visit.

Finally, the work of the FUSION group will 
also be represented on the site. Although this 

is principally aimed at the internal University 
research audience – describing the various 
ways in which we can help them to realise 
their public engagement obligations – teachers 
and other external viewers will be able to 
appreciate the ways in which research at the 
University is being made more accessible to 
a pupil audience. Case studies of completed 
and ongoing developments will be posted, as 
examples of what the partnership can achieve.


